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We, the Katribu National Alliance of Indigenous Peoples in the
Philippines, the Sandugo Alliance of Indigenous and Moro Peoples,
and the Bai Network of Indigenous Women submit this overview of the
situation of Indigenous Peoples with a focus on the impact of
militarization on our rights, culture, and existence.

The Indigenous Peoples (IP) in the
Philippines comprise 16 - 17 million (12 -
15%) of the current 110 million national
population. They continue to experience
institutional discrimination from the
Philippine State despite the passage
into law of the 1997 Indigenous Peoples
Rights Act (IPRA) and the adoption of
the 2007 United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP). IP ancestral lands and
territories continue to be treated as a

resource base for profit by the
government at the expense of

indigenous self-determination,
free-prior-informed consent (FPIC),
human rights, and the environment.

President = Ferdinand  Marcos  Jr.
continued his predecessors’ neoliberal
economic policies and programs. The
Philippine Development Plan 2017-2027
set the policy for continued land
grabbing of ancestral lands for



extractive industries such as large-scale

logging, mining operations,
mega-dams, energy projects,
plantations, and the so-called

re-greening programs. The government
may claim these projects as solutions to
climate change however, experiences on
the ground proved otherwise as false
solutions, not benefiting host indigenous
communities and the environment.
These projects mean massive
displacement, loss of livelihood,
destruction of communal forests, bodies
of water, and entire ecosystems, and
have adverse impacts on health and our
ways of life.

The government’s prioritized
infrastructure projects include the
revival of two mega-dam projects from
the Marcos era, posing a severe threat
to ancestral lands along major river
systems and watersheds in Luzon. These
projects, namely the Chico River pump

Moreover, several dam projects are set
to impact over 100,000 indigenous
peoples residing in at least 106 villages.
These projects include the Jalaur
Multi-Purpose Project and Pan-ay River
Basin Integrated Development Project
in the Tumanduk ancestral lands in Iloilo
and Capiz, the Gened dam in Apayao,
the Agus-Pulangi dams in Bukidnon and
North Cotabato, and the Balog-balog
dam in the Ayta lands in Tarlac, along
with the Karayan and Saltan dams in
Kalinga. The Alimit Hydro Complex of
the SN Aboitiz in Ifugao, and the Aboitiz
Power Corp. in Pampanga, Zambales,
and South Cotabato are part of these
concerning developments.

In addition, foreign and local big
businesses are targeting geothermal

irrigation project in Kalinga Province,
and the New Centennial Water
Source-Kaliwa dam in Rizal and Quezon,
have entered into imbalanced contracts
with China. Proponents of these projects
exploit public fears about a supposed
"growing shortage” of power and water
supply to justify their construction.
Alarmingly, both  projects  have
commenced without obtaining the Free,
Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) of
the affected communities.

In the case of the Kaliwa Dam project,
the Remontado-Dumagat people
rejected in 2019 the dam in five out of
six community cluster consultations.
Despite this, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), led by former General Roy
Cimatu, issued an Environmental
Compliance Certificate to the
contractors.

energy extraction led by American
company Chevron and local company
Aragon Power and Energy in Kalinga
province; the PRC Magma in the
provinces of Benguet, Mt. Province, and
Ifugao; Furthermore, Coal Operating
Contracts (COC) issued by the
Department of Energy are encroaching
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Kalinga. The Alimit Hydro Complex of
the SN Aboitiz in Ifugao, and the Aboitiz
Power Corp. in Pampanga, Zambales,
and South Cotabato are part of these
concerning developments.

In addition, foreign and local big
businesses are targeting geothermal
energy extraction led by American
company Chevron and local company
Aragon Power and Energy in Kalinga
province; the PRC Magma in the
provinces of Benguet, Mt. Province, and
Ifugao; Furthermore, Coal Operating
Contracts (COC) issued by the
Department of Energy are encroaching
upon hundreds of thousands of hectares
of ancestral lands in seven
municipalities of Surigao del Sur,
covering part of the sacred Andap
Valley Complex, as well as in the
provinces of Zamboanga del Norte,
Zamboanga Sibugay, Sarangani, South
Cotabato, Agusan del Sur, Agusan del
Norte, and Palawan.

What is most troubling is that the
majority of indigenous communities
affected by these projects have not
been adequately informed, nor have
they had the opportunity to express
their concerns. The proper and thorough
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent
(FPIC) process, crucial for respecting
indigenous rights, has not been

conducted. This lack of fransparency
and meaningful consultation not only
undermines the rights of these
indigenous communities but also poses
a significant threat to their cultural
heritage and traditional way of life.

Mining is still a main threat faced by
many indigenous groups in the
Philippines. There are 230 out of the 447
approved mining applications
encroaching on at least 542,245
hectares of ancestral lands or 72% of
the 748,590 hectares approved for
mining applications. Noteworthy mining
endeavors, such as OceanaGold in
Didipio, Nueva Vizcaya, Sagittarius
Mining in Tampakan, North Cotabato,
and Ipilan Nickel Mining in Brookspoint,
Palawan, are actively operating on the
ground.

The ancestral lands and resources of the
Igorot people in Benguet, Mt. Province,
and Ilocos Sur are under imminent peril
if the mining application of Cordillera
Exploration, Inc. receives approval and
commences operations. Additionally,
Pyramid Hill Mining Industrial Corp. has
aggressively pursued extraction efforts
in the southern region of Palawan,
targeting limestone and other minerals
crucial for cement production.
Meanwhile, Benguet Corp. Nickel Mines,
Inc. and its affiliated companies have



wreaked havoc on lands inhabited by
Ayta, Igorot, and Sambal communities
in Santa Cruz, Zambales.

All mining operations and applications
are governed by the Philippine Mining
Act of 1995, a law that promotes foreign
investments in mining. Indigenous
groups and environmental advocates
persistently demand the repeal of this
law, which has brought devastation to
communities without delivering any
tangible benefits to the host peoples or
the national economy.

Unfortunately, the government’s
response to our opposition against
these detrimental projects and our
efforts to protect our lands, territories,
and the environment has largely been
characterized by repressive measures.
This has been particularly prevalent in
regions densely populated by
Indigenous Peoples and rich in natural
resources, such as the Cordillera region,
Cagayan Valley, Mindoro Island,
Western Visayas, and all five regions in
Mindanao.

Militarization of indigenous
communities has long been a problem
for many indigenous groups in the
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country. This issue has manifested in
various forms, functioning as a tool for
counter-insurgency and  corporate
defense, offering security to both local
and foreign companies while
suppressing the growing resistance
against these projects. This
militarization strategy is rooted in the
national internal security policy of the
state, outlined in Executive Order (EO)
70, which institutionalizes the
whole-of-nation approach. This
approach mobilizes all local government
units, agencies, state security forces,
and other civil society formations to
serve counter-insurgency objectives.

Militarization prevents the exercise of
free, prior, informed consent as
enshrined in the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)
and the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act
(IPRA), as well as other human rights
such as free expression and association,
as our communities are under constant
siege.

Our communities are unfairly branded
as '"rebel areas,” leading to unjust
consequences including severe
violations of our civil, political, and
collective rights. These violations
encompass:

1. Bombings, shelling, and strafing:
Our communities have been
subjected to relentless attacks,
causing destruction and fear
among our people. Under the
administration of Bongbong
Marcos, these violations have
escalated significantly. Since July
2022, ten incidents of bombings,
shelling, and strafing have
occurred in rural communities,



affecting approximately 30,000
people. Seven of these incidents
happened in resource-rich
ancestral lands of Indigenous
Peoples, where opposition to
dams, mines, and unwanted
government projects prevails.
Additionally, the Enhance
Defense Cooperation Agreement
(EDCA) signed in 2014 between
the us and Philippine
governments could intensify the
militarization of ancestral lands,
as evidenced by bombings in
Cagayan Province, where two of
the new EDCA sites are located.

Extrajudicial killings and
enforced disappearances: Tragic
incidents of extrajudicial killings
and enforced disappearances
have robbed us of our loved ones,
perpetuating a cycle of violence
and grief. Since last year, there
have been 11 cases of enforced
disappearances, six of which
involved Indigenous Peoples’
human rights defenders. Sadly,
the Philippines stands as the
deadliest country in Asia for land
defenders and has the highest
reported cases of enforced
disappearances in Southeast
Asia. Extrajudicial killings are
also a tragic consequence of
militarization, exemplified by
incidents like TAMASCO,
Tumandok, the second Lianga,
and the New Bataan 5, among
others, which collectively account
for 145 victims of extrajudicial
killings. According to Global
Witness, the Philippines was

identified as the “deadliest”
country for environmental
defenders in 2018.

Criminalization, trumped-up
charges, terrorist tagging, and
political vilification: Many of our
community members face false
accusations and political
vilification, undermining their
reputations and livelihoods. Our
community has documented 63
Indigenous political prisoners
facing fabricated charges.

. Occupation of homes, schools,

places of worship, and
gatherings: State forces have
invaded our sacred spaces,
disrupting our way of life and
instilling a constant sense of
insecurity. In 2019, the
government forcibly closed 215
Lumad Indigenous  schools,
denying 5,500 Lumad youth and
children their right to education.

Fabricated surrenders as rebel
soldiers: Innocent individuals are
coerced into false surrenders,
falsely implicating them as rebel
soldiers and subjecting them to
further persecution.

Declarations of persona non
grata against progressive IP
leaders and organizations: Our
leaders and organizations
advocating for our rights are
unjustly labeled, hindering their
ability to protect our
community's interests.



The establishment of the National Task
Force to End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), in collaboration
with the media outfit SMNI, has led to
malicious red-tagging and terrorist
labeling of government critics and
dissenters. The National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), entrusted
with protecting Indigenous Peoples’ (IP)
rights, is actively involved in this task
force, working more for
counter-insurgency than for indigenous
rights. Past presidents have appointed
retired military and police generals to
top executive positions in the civilian
bureaucracy, exemplified by former
NCIP Chair Allen Capuyan, a retired
colonel.

The Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 has
further weakened human rights
safeguards, undermining our rights to
self-determination and development.
Shockingly, the first individuals
convicted under this law were two Ayta
farmers from Zambales, whose

community will host a large mining
project. The most recent case involves
the Anti-Terrorism Council’s arbitrary
designation of four leaders of the
Cordillera Peoples Alliance.

Therefore, we urgently call for the
support of the UNSR on Climate
Change, Mr. Ian Fray, for an
independent investigation into the
human rights situation, particularly
concerning Indigenous Peoples in the
Philippines.

We also urge you to support our call on
the Philippine government to:

1. Cease militarization, bombings,
red-tagging, and terrorist vilification of
Indigenous Peoples.

2. Abolish the NTF-ELCAC and
redirect its multi-million budget to
Indigenous Peoples’ social services.

3. Repeal the Anti-Terrorism Law
and EO 70.
4, Revoke the arbitrary terrorist

designations and investigate the

situation  of indigenous  political
prisoners.
5. Enact effective measures for

Indigenous Peoples like the Human
Rights Defenders Bill and Environment
Defenders Bill.




